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oughgoing type. The Church recognizes the right to property as 
derived from God, not as an absolute right but as a right to use 
and administer it for the glory of God and the good of man. As 
Thomas Aquinas says, individual ownership is necessary to effec- 
tive management, but the fruits of wealth must be used by the 
owner for the common good and not for his own enjoyment. 

Bishop von Ketteler gave himself with enthusiasm and devotion 
to all kinds of charity and social reform and spent his whole in- 
come, beyond the cost of the necessaries of life, in works of mercy. 
He was a lovable yet strong and warlike personality, reminding 
one of the character of Bishop Bienvenu depicted by Victor Hugo. 
He realized that charity alone was not sufficient, and that the 
sources of poverty and misery must be discovered and preventive 
measures used, if anything permanent was to be accomplished in 
the way of social reform. Like his teachers the Jesuits, he under- 
stood the importance of training children in industry and virtue, 
with religion as the indespensable means thereto. He strongly 
advocated workers' unions and cooperative associations, prefer- 
ably under the wing of the church, but he opposed Lassalle's Work- 
ingmen's Association, which he regarded as an atheistical sect. 

In reply to some workingmen who asked Ketteler whether they 
could, as good Catholics, be members of Lassalle's Association, he 
wrote : 

" We Catholics cannot possibly be members of any association 
which does not respect our religious convictions . . . Godless 
egoists, whether they call themselves social democrats or leaders 
of the Universal German Workingmen's Association, do as much 
harm to the working class as godless, egoistic capitalists." 

The present volume was prepared in connection with the celebra- 
tion of the hundredth anniversary of Ketteler's birth, and is a 
worthy memorial to a great and good man. 

J. E. Le Rossignol. 

University of Nebraska. 
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